
 

Unit 17: PREPOSITIONS 

 
PRACTICE: 

I. Choose the correct prepositions to fill in the blanks: 

1. ………………………… the picture, I can see a family …………………… the kitchen. 

2. This building will be finished …………………………… July. 

3. The store will be closed ……………………………… the Christmas season. 

4. What are you doing …………………………….. Saturday? 

5. I’m leaving ……………………………… the afternoon, maybe ……………… 5pm. 

6. I haven’t eaten anything …………………………. breakfast. 

7. Look at the picture ……………………… the wall, it’s beautiful, isn’t it? 

8. I love that film, I saw it …………………………… TV. 

9. Every employee has to come back to the office ……………………. 2 pm. 

10.  He sends letters …………………… me twice a month. 

11.  You have to send your payment ……………………….. 7 days. 

12.  I found his keys ……………………….. the desk, he must have left it here this morning. 

13.  She is holding a book ……………………………. her hands. 

14.  My hometown is Minnesota, where do you come ………………………….? 

15.  Would you like to go ………………….. the cinema with me tonight? 

16.  Near my house, there is a bridge ………………………….. the river. 

17.  The weather is often terrible in London ……………………….. January. 

18.  I usually go to my parents’ house ………………………. Christmas, we eat turkey together 

………………………. Christmas day. 

19.  There was a loud noise which woke us up ………………………. midnight. 

20.  Frank is ……………………….. holiday ……………………….. three weeks. 

21.  I read the story …………………………… the newspaper. 

22.  I’m sorry, Jennifer is not here, she is ……………………….. work. 

23.  She was listening to classical music ……………………….. the radio. 

24.  I love eating out in London, ……………………….. instance, one of my favorite restaurants 

has amazing Japanese food. 

25.  He added salt instead of sugar …………………………. mistake. 

26.  Please let me know ……………………………. advance if you can’t come to the meeting. 

27.  I’m going to the countryside ………………………… the weekend. 

28.  It’s so hot so we go for a walk ………………………… the river near our house. 

29.  We need to be …………………. time or my grandmother will start to get anxious. 

30.  My mother is always worried …………………………. me. 

 

II. Choose the correct answers: 

1. His daughter was born ……………………………… the 24th of August. 

A. in      C. on 

B. at      D. for 
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2. Julie will be …………………….. the plane at this time tomorrow. 

A. at      C. in 

B. on      D. behind 

3. We want to go to Germany ……………………………. a change, I’ve never been there. 

A. behind     C. about 

B. for      D. from 

4. She often goes to school ……………………….. foot because she doesn’t have a bike. 

A. on      C. at 

B. with      D. to 

5. I have been waiting for Lucy ……………………………. hours at the station. 

A. at      C. for 

B. from      D. in 

6. He isn’t really interested …………………………… getting married. 

A. on      C. at 

B. about      D. in 

7. The train leaves …………………………… the morning ……………………… 8 am. 

A. in / on      C. at / on 

B. in / at      D. at / in 

8. Mobile phones became popular ………………………………….. the nineties. 

A. at      C. in 

B. on      D. for 

9. I haven’t seen you …………………………….. ages, how have you been? 

A. for      C. on 

B. about      D. across 

10.  The delegates are walking ……………………………….. the corridor. 

A. in      C. along 

B. across      D. through 

11.  If you can’t make it to the station, you can stay …………………………… me tonight. 

A. for      C. within 

B. in      D. with 

12.  We have to hand …………………………. our assignments to Mrs. Brown by Friday. 

A. at      C. on 

B. during      D. in 

13.  Why are you calling so late? I’m already ……………………………… bed. 

A. in      C. about 

B. within      D. from 

14.  I’ll meet you  …………………………….. the airport tomorrow, take care. 

A. in      C. for 

B. to      D. at 

15.  The train ……………………………. Texas will leave in about 25 minutes. 

A. between     C. along 

B. for      D. behind 

16.  What do a whale and a dolphin have …………………………… common? 

A. at      C. on 

B. for      D. in 
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17.  I was walking to the station and ………………………. chance I saw the gloves that I’d lost 

on the ground. 

A. from      C. by 

B. during      D. in 

18.  Did you forget your purse ………………………. purpose so you wouldn’t have to pay? 

A. on      C. in 

B. within      D. for 

19.  We’re meeting …………………………….. lunchtime next Tuesday. 

A. at      C. from 

B. to       D. in 

20.  Since he met his new girlfriend, he never seems to be ……………………………… home. 

A. in      C. on 

B. inside      D. at 

 

III. Read the paragraph which describes an office and do the exercises below: 

 

My office 

 

 Like most offices, my office is a place where I can concentrate on my work and feel 

comfortable at the same time. Of course, I have all the necessary equipment on my desk. I have 

the telephone next to the fax machine on the right side of my desk. 

 My computer is in the center of my desk with the monitor directly in front of me. I have a 

comfortable office chair to sit on and some pictures of my family between the computer and the 

telephone. In order to help me read, I also have a lamp near my computer which I use in the 

evening if I work late. There is a plenty of paper in one of the cabinet drawers. There are also 

staples and a stapler, paper clips, highlighters, pens and erasers in the other drawer. I like to use 

highlighters to remember important information. In the room, there is a comfortable armchair and 

a sofa to sit on. I also have a low table in front of the sofa on which there are some industry 

magazines. 

 

True or false: 

1. I work late every night.         T  F 

2. I use highlighters to help me remember important information.   T  F 

3. I keep reading materials that are not related to my job in the office.  T  F 

4. I don’t need a lamp to help me read.      T  F 

5. It is important to me to feel comfortable at work.    T  F 

 

Fill each gap with a preposition used in the reading: 

1. I have the telephone …………………………. the fax machine on the right side of my desk. 

2. The monitor is directly ………………………….. me. 

3. I sit ………………………………… my comfortable office chair. 

4. I also have a lamp …………………………….. my computer. 

5. I put the stapler, pens and erasers ……………………….. the drawer. 

6. I have a table ………………………….. the sofa. 

7. There are lots of magazines ………………………….. the table. 
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MORE PRACTICE: 

I. Correct the errors of the sentences below: 

1. One in the athletes will take part in the Olympics next year. 

2. My parents got married on 2010. 

3. The manager will leave London in the 4th of July. 

4. When I was waiting for my friends, I saw Jack in the bus. 

5. We should all be nice for each other. 

6. Let’s meet at the afternoon, not at night. 

7. Hurry up, everybody is waiting to you in the conference room. 

8. I have moved to this city for July, 2011. 

9. Emily is sitting both Harry and Katie, she’s the prettiest girl in the room. 

10.  The woman is looking in her daughter. 

11.  The class is in 9 am on Monday mornings. 

12.  The first McDonald’s restaurant was opened with Dick and Mac McDonald on the 15th May, 

1940. 

13.  McDonald is known with its delicious fast food and comfortable seats. 

14.  Emily didn’t study very well so she left school in the age of 16. 

15.  Sorry, I didn’t do it in purpose. 

16.  Timmy will leave for New York in Monday. 

17.  I graduated in university in 2001, now I work as a sales representative. 

18.  Quinn is always late to school, she should get up early in the morning. 

19.  He didn’t want her to go so he tried to prevent her for leaving. 

20.  He apologized with having behaved badly lately. 

 

II. Complete the text with the correct prepositions: 

 

THE ROCKS HOTEL 

has welcomed visitors ……………………. (1) 25 years. 

The following information will help you to have an enjoyable stay: 

 The restaurant is open from 6.30 until 9.30 pm. If you would like an evening meal 

…………………………… (2) this time, please call 135. 

 Breakfast is served …………………………. (3) 6.30 and 9.30 am. If you would like 

breakfast ………………………. (4) your room, please hang the menu card on your door 

…………………………….. (5) 2.00 am. 

 Reception is closed …………………………… (6) 11.30 pm to 6.00 am. If you need a doctor 

………………………….. (7) night, please call 100. 

 We ask guests to leave their rooms by 11.00 am. If you wish to keep your room later than 

this, please let us know ………………………… (8) 9.00 am. 

SPECIAL SPRING OFFER: ……………………………………….. (9) the months of March and 

April, stay ………………………. (10) two nights and have dinner here, get the third night FREE! 

 

III. Write about your everyday routines, use as many prepositions as possible (*): 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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