
 The American /t/ Sound 
 
 
 

Beginning of a word or stressed syllables /t/  
 

time 
/tɑ:m/ 

talk 
/tɑ:k/ 

tiger 
/ˈtaɪ ɡər/ 

table 
/ˈteɪ.bəl/ 

tennis 
/ˈte.nɪs/ 

T-shirt 
/ˈtiː ʃɜːrt/ 

train 
/treɪn/ 

pocket 
/ˈpɑː kɪt/ 

travel  
/ˈtrævəl/ 

tool  
/t uː l/  

 
 
 
 
 
 

End of a word: Held /t/ 
 

cut 
/kʌt/ 

out 
/aʊt/ 

list 
/lɪst/ 

chat 
/tʃæt/ 

present 
/ˈpre zənt/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Between vowels: fast “d”  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

total 
/ˈtoʊ t̬əl/ 

beautiful 
/ˈbjuː.t̬ɪ.fəl/ 

computer 
/ˈkəmˈpjuː.t̬ər/ 

better 
/ˈbet̬ər/ 

potato 
/pəˈteɪ.t̬oʊ/ 

pretty 
/ˈprɪ t̬i/ 

hospital 
/ˈhɑːs.pɪt̬əl/ 

 dirty  
/ˈdɜ:rt̬i/ 

 

water 
/ˈwɑːt̬ər/ 

little 
/ˈlɪt̬əl/  

get up 
/ɡet ʌp/ 

 it is 
       /ɪt ɪz/ 

put it off 
/pʊt ɪt ɑ:f/ 

wait a second 
/weɪt əˈsekənd/ 



 
 

Silent 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Swallowed 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

certain 
/ˈsɜ:rt.  ən/ 

mountain 
/ˈmaʊnt.ən/ 

cotton 
/ˈkɑ:t̬.ən/ 

eaten 
/ˈi:t̬  ən/ 

forgotten 
/fərˈɡɑ:t̬.ən/ 

 
gotten 

/ˈɡɑ:t̬.  ən/ 
fountain 
ˈfaʊnt̬.ən/ 

Britain 
/ˈbrɪt̬.ən/ 

written 
/ˈrɪt̬.ən/ 

frighten 
/ˈfraɪt̬.ən/ 

interview 
/ˈɪnt̬ərvju:/ 

twenty 
/ˈtwent̬i/ 

disappointing 
/ˌdɪsəˈpɔɪnt̬ɪŋ/ 

accountable 
/əˈkaʊnt̬əbəl/ 

quantity 
/ˈkwɑ:nt̬ət̬i/ 

advantages 
/ədˈvænt̬ɪdʒɪz/ 

international 
/ˌɪnt̬ərˈnæʃənəl/ 

center 
 /ˈsent̬ər/ 



 
 


